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Agenda

13:30-13:35 Welcome and Housekeeping

13:35-13:45 Introduction to green funding and 

finance

13:45-14:05 Plymouth City Council: Chris Avent

14:05-14:25 Urban Biodiversity Standard: Sara 

Eppel

14:25-14:55 Panel Discussion

15:55-15:00 Close and Next Steps



Helpful Information

ÅPlease submit questions for the panel 

using the Q&A feature throughout the 

presentations.

ÅAutomatic captioning is turned on, you 

can adjust this in the settings at the bottom 

of your screen. 

ÅIf you have any technical questions or 

issues, please let us know the details in the 

chat and we can help you. 

ÅThis session is being recorded and will be 

available via our website in the coming 

days. 



ÅA  programme to help 100 towns and cities across the UK 

transform access to green space

ÅOverall goal is for millions more people to be able to 

enjoy time outdoors in nature close to home 

ÅHelp address the challenges facing towns and cities in 

C21st 

ÅCreate greener, fairer, healthier and more connected 

towns, cities and neighbourhoods

ÅAccess support to put green infrastructure at the heart of 

future plans, priorities and investment

ÅUnlock further investment to help councils and 

communities achieve their ambitions 

ÅFounded by National Lottery Heritage Fund, Natural 

England & National Trust

ÅWorking closely with NatureScot, Natural Resources 

Wales & Northern Ireland Environment Agency.

ÅThis is an invitation to join in, shape it, lead for change

What is Nature Towns & Cities



Inclusive Network Designed to build confidence, capability and connection 

Open to all, and free to be a member. 

Å Provide access to knowledge and successful solutions

Å Connect with experienced professionals

Å Enable collaboration and partnership

Å Access to specialist support and advice to solve problems 

and unlock opportunities

Å Help to lead for change, tap into collective wisdom

Å Part of something bigger 

For local government, community organisations, charities and 

professionals across the UK. 

Youôll be helped by your peers, sharing what works and able to 

take part in varied programme of events, cohort activities and 

training, a library of resources, as well as tailored support. 

This is an open invitation to join the Nature Towns and Cities 

Network. 
Sign up to the events and the mailing list via the 

website 

www.naturetownsandcities.org.uk



Unlocking Funding and Finance 

for Urban Green Spaces



1939, the median size of a 
ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘΩǎ ƴŜŀǊŜǎǘ ǇŀǊƪ 
was around 61,500 m2. The 
equivalent figure for 
developments dominated by 
post-2000 housing is 36,200 m2  
ς a 40% decline. 
New Economics Foundation 2022.

© Phyllis Nicklin



It is estimated that the proportion 
ƻŦ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǳǊōŀƴ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǳǇ 
of green space declined from 63% 
in 2001 to 55% in 2018 
(Committee on Climate Change. (2019).

© Mylo Kaye



The majority of the 2.7 million 
properties currently at risk of 
flooding from rivers and the sea 
are in urban areas. 
9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΣ /ƘƛŜŦ {ŎƛŜƴǘƛǎǘΩǎ DǊƻǳǇΦ όнлнмύ

© Daily Mail



н ƻǳǘ ƻŦ о ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ 
access to even a small area of 
amenity greenspace (0.5ha) 
within 200m of home.
bŀǘǳǊŀƭ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǳƴǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ DǊŜŜƴ LƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƳŀǇǇƛƴƎ 
(2021) 

© BBC News



There is extensive empirical 
evidence of the association 
between exposure to nature and 
physical health.
Natural England Evidence Information Note EIN066, 2022.

© blvdone



Mental ill health is the single 
largest cause of disability in the 
UK, contributing up to 22.8% of 
the total burden.

No health without mental health. Department of Health

© blvdone



Legislative mechanisms in the 2021 Environment Act 
offer new ways to increase the quantity and quality 
of urban green space. 
Natural England written submission to the EFRA Select Committee, 2024. 

© Dave Wood



Introducing Nature Markets
© Garden Visit

Opportunity #1: Implementing Green Finance 
Solutions



Draft outcomes by 2034:

Å Habitat Banking Toolkit

Å Maximising the benefits of BNG income

Å Transforming a cost centre into a profit centre

Å Education material

Å How to Resources

Å Learning Hub

Å Future solutions - learning and development modules:-

Å Trees

Å Retrofit

Å Flood/SUDS

Å Health

Å Social

Green Finance Solutions

© Natural England Martin Moss



Opportunity #2 New Product Innovation
© Garden Visit



Example Token: Climate Bundle

Overview A token that is based on interventions to 
sequester carbon, alleviate urban heat island 
effects and reduce flooding risk.

Make-up Å Climate resilient tree canopy
Å Tree based Sustainable Urban Drainage
Å General urban tree planting

Verification and 
Validation with 
Code

Å Yes

Typical Urban 
Greening Factor 
(UGF)/m2

Å 0.4 UGF/m2



Example Token: Wellbeing Bundle

Overview A token that is based on interventions that 
give both wellbeing benefits (stress reduction, 
cognitive performance) and health benefits 
(mental health, physical health)

Make-up Å Parks and greenspaces
Å Connected Green Spaces
Å Outdoor classrooms
Å Green Community Hubs

Verification and 
Validation with 
Code

Å Yes

Typical Urban 
Greening Factor 
(UGF)/m2

Å 0.35 UGF/m2



Innovative models and mechanisms

ÅPort established finance mechanisms to the Urban 

environment (e.g. tree planting, flood prevention).

ÅSupport a growing ecosystem of Urban greening 

advocates to flourish.

ÅEstablish Urban Greening Codes that are 

complimentary with BSI nature standards and build 

broad coalition of support for them, across UK.

ÅCatalyse Urban greenspace outcomes bundles  

(e.g. street greening, water, climate, health.

ÅEncourage Urban greenspace tokens

©National Trust Images/Arnhel de Serra



Opportunity # 1: Chris Avent
Opportunity # 2: Sara Eppel

© WKXCTS


