


What makes a 
brilliant urban 
green space?
Matilda Cornwall-Jones, Project Manager 



Nature Towns and Cities: What 
makes a brilliant urban green 
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The aim today is to:

• Inspire a shared vision of brilliant, 
equitable, accessible green space

• Show what impact it has on people 
and places

• Explore how to deliver and sustain it 
in real-world contexts



1. Welcome (5 mins)

2. Why brilliant green space matters now – Phil Askew, Director of Landscape & Placemaking at Peabody (10 mins)

3. Case Studies (30 mins)

1. Johanna Gibbons, founding Partner of J&L Gibbons 

2. Maddy Gunn, Greening the Public Realm Programme Manager at Islington Council

3. Susannah Walker, founder of Make Space for Girls and In Her Place

4. Panel discussion – What brilliant green space does and how to deliver it (30 mins)

5. Closing reflections and next steps (5 mins)



Housekeeping
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• Please use the Q&A tab to 
ask questions or start a 
discussion topic

• If you need any support 
throughout the session 
please email 
info@naturetownsandcities.
org.uk

mailto:info@naturetownsandcities.org.uk
mailto:info@naturetownsandcities.org.uk


Why brilliant 
greenspace 
matters now

People
Place
Planet

Climate change
Biodiversity loss
People

Multifunctional
Value

Phil Askew
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Thamemead is 

changing now ….

Southmere LakeSouth 
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The importance of 
care



Future Gardeners 
/ Thamesmead



Building 
community trust



Co-Design 
Thamesmead



Tump 53 
Thamesmead



Working in 
partnership
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Thamemead is 

changing now ….

Southmere LakeCommunity + 
Thames 21 
Thamesmead



Thamemead is 

changing now ….

Southmere LakeCommunity + 
Peabody



Community + 
Peabody





Thank you

phil.askew@peabody.org.uk
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Hold for Jo’s slides



29



30



31



32



33



34



35



36



37



38



39



40



41



42



43



44



45



46



47



48



49



50



51



52



53





55







































Equal Places:
Gender and green space



Frizon, Umeå

Co-designed with teenage girls.

• Designed to be used not just in day

• Ergonomics for them

• Feels safe – good sightlines.



What’s the 
problem with 
greenspace?



of teenage users are male

Teenage girls and 
parks

• 90% of the teenage facilities in parks 
are skateparks, BMX tracks and 
MUGAs.

• These are 90% used by boys and 
young men.

• 68% of girls felt there was nothing for 
them to do in parks.

• 59% felt unwelcome because the 
spaces were dominated by boys.



of users are male

MUGAs

• The most common provision for 
teenagers.

• 92% used by boys and young men in 
our survey.

• Fencing and narrow entrances mean 
they do not feel safe to girls.

• Studies show that girls play more 
actively in a playground without a 
hard pitch.



of users are male

Pitches

• Women and girls’ teams are just 12% 
of pitch users in England.

• In NI men are 15 times more likely to 
play football.

• Written into planning and other 
policies.

• Can result in recreational areas 
which are almost entirely geared to 
the needs of men and boys.





Safety

• One of the key barriers keeping 
women and girls from using 
facilities.

• Needs to be front and centre of all 
open space, play  and sports 
strategies.

• Safer Parks good place to start



Why does this matter?

Fairness: Why shouldn’t women and girls have spaces and places 
designed to meet their needs.
Health: Barriers impacts both mental and physical health.
The law: 
Laws against direct/indirect discrimination: Equality Act 2010
Public Sector Equality Duty: Equality Act 2010



Indicator species

"Otters signal a thriving ecosystem, 
and women who feel safe make for a 
city that, well, actually functions 
properly. ”

Elise Moeskops

Amsterdam councillor



What does 
better look 
like?





Within UK as wellGood practice



Engagement

• Need to seek people out – not just 
talking to the usual suspects.

• Women and girls are experts in their 
own spaces.

• At the same time they need to 
understand the possibilities.

• Identify barriers and problems at the 
very start.



Equitable green 
spaces

• Busyness is key

• Designing for safety and incidental 
exercise.

• Consider caring responsibilities.

• Walking paths.

• Swings.

• Outdoor gym weighting.



susannah@inherplace.co.uk



Panel 
discussion 
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Please use the Q&A tab to ask 
a question



Next talk: Growing community 
power through green space, 
Monday 1 December, 11:00-12:30 
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