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AI-generated content may be incorrect.] The Nature Towns and Cities accreditation scheme recognises towns and cities putting nature at the heart of their plans. Working through the framework will help you deliver inclusive growth for your town or city, planning a better natural environment which will help people, place and economy to thrive.

To apply, follow these steps:

· Once you have downloaded this form, save locally and then upload when completed
· Submit your application here. You'll need to evidence your application by uploading supporting documents that detail how you have met all requirements
· We recommend downloading the list of evidence required PDF, alongside the accreditation workbook to prepare (the workbook will download as an excel file to your computer)
· For inspiration, take a look at those who have already become official nature towns and cities.


Lead Applicant 

Enter your name here

	
Executive summary
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Please summarise the work that has been done in this area over the last few years and what has led you to this point. Please include any specific or wider challenges that you have faced, how you overcame them, any specific highlights/projects to mention, and what’s next for your place. This will help frame your application within the broader context of your town or city and bring your story to life.

Please include a paragraph or a visual representation that explains the different pieces of evidence that you have submitted e.g., how different strategies, plan, projects fit together. This will help guide the assessors through your evidence. Your summary should answer how you have met the evidence required in full but please aim to be concise.





















Enter your text here, increasing the size of this box as needed  



















Setting your vision

	Attachments

	Please indicate the documents which are relevant to this section 





	Links

	Please link to documents/ webpages/ videos etc.





	Evidence required
	Explanation of how you have met this requirement to include reference to the documents/strategies which have been submitted for this section

	1. Have you created a clear vision statement which includes your ambition for the town or city?

	Enter your text here

	2. Have you considered the big challenges the place needs to address, the opportunities for transformation, and the rationale for it?

	

	3. Have you secured the support of key sponsors within your organisation and other key bodies who will champion and lead for the change e.g. leaders, mayors, directors?

	

	4. How have you secured long-term, cross-party support for the vision?

	

	5. Have you included the methods you used to develop the vision with relevant groups from the community, businesses and partner organisations, in particular children and young people? 

How well did they respond to this engagement? 

	


	6. Have you included the methods you used to develop the vision with the wider public?

How well did they respond to this engagement?

	

	7. Have you demonstrated how these insights fed into the development of your vision? 

	

	8. What is your plan for reviewing and evaluating the vision? Optional
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Building strong, cross-sector partnerships

	Attachments

	Please indicate the documents which are relevant to this section 





	Links

	Please link to documents/ webpages/ videos etc.





	Evidence required
	Explanation of how you have met this requirement to include reference to the documents/strategies which have been submitted for this section

	1. Have you included a list of partners with details of the scale at which they work e.g. regional, local and national?

	Enter your text here

	2. Have you included a short summary of each partners role in bringing the vision to life? (How are they directly investing and can continue to invest in nature themselves?)

	

	3. Have you demonstrated which are formalised partnerships and how this works (i.e. have you secured support with a Memorandum of Understanding?)

	

	4. Have you included a framework for partnership working? Does this include roles and responsibilities of each partner, governance structure, and how it will support decision making in working together in town or city-wide challenges and opportunities?

	

	5. Have you included the process for reviewing the partnership as it evolves?

	

	6. Have you included evidence that demonstrates how you will work with communities including how you will empower communities through co-stewardship models for example?

	









Thinking strategically about green infrastructure

	Attachments

	Please indicate the documents which are relevant to this section 





	Links

	Please link to documents/ webpages/ videos etc.





	Evidence required
	Explanation of how you have met this requirement to include reference to the documents/strategies which have been submitted for this section

	1. Have you submitted a green infrastructure strategy which includes analysis of data in your area (e.g. using Natural England’s GI mapping tool) and set objectives and targets relating to the distinct challenges and opportunities of your town or city?

	Enter your text here

	2. Have you demonstrated how Natural England Green Infrastructure Framework principles and standards have been applied in your strategy?

	

	3. Have you demonstrated how the strategy been co-designed with the partnership and communities?
 
	

	4. Have you linked your GI strategy to existing and relevant strategies and polices in your places and wider area?

	

	5. Have you considered skills, training and development of staff and volunteers across the partnership to deliver the strategy?

	

	6. Have you considered how the strategy will be governed and funded?

	

	7. Have you included an action plan to move your strategy into the implementation phase which shows how proposals were informed by the vision, community engagement and co-design with partners?

	

	8. Does your action plan include a high-level timeline of delivery, method of prioritisation and who is responsible for each action?
	

	9. Have you included a monitoring and evaluation framework which includes the overall approach to measuring progress against your strategy?
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