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AI-generated content may be incorrect.] The Nature Towns and Cities accreditation scheme recognises towns and cities putting nature at the heart of their plans. The advanced framework will help you develop a pipeline of investable projects to make your town or city a network of green and blue that delivers for people, place and nature. 

You can apply for level two: Advanced once you have become a Nature Town or City through level one: Foundation. To apply for Advanced accreditation, follow these steps:

· Once you have downloaded this form, save locally and then upload when completed
· Submit your application here. You'll need to upload supporting documents that detail how you have met all requirements
· We recommend using the project long-list template (the workbook will download as an excel file to your computer) and creating a draft copy of this application form as a space to make notes as you compile all you plan to submit.


Lead applicant 

Enter your name here

	
Executive summary
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Please summarise the work that has been done in this area over the last few years and what has led you to this point. Please include any specific or wider challenges that you have faced, how you overcame them, any highlights/projects to mention, and what’s next for your place. This will help frame your application within the broader context of your town or city and bring your story to life.

Please include a paragraph or a visual representation that explains the different pieces of evidence that you have submitted e.g., how different strategies, plans, projects fit together. This will help guide the assessors through your evidence. Your summary should answer how you have met the evidence required in full but please aim to be concise.

Please note that it’s fine if you find that some of the evidence you want to submit is the same as you did for level one: Foundation.




















Enter your text here, increasing the size of this box as needed  



















Developing your case for change

	Attachments

	Please indicate the documents which are relevant to this section 





	Links

	Please link to documents/ webpages/ videos etc.





	Evidence required
	Explanation of how you have met this requirement to include reference to the documents/strategies which have been submitted for this section

	1.  Have you included your vision and statement or ‘elevator pitch’ to explain the scale/depth of impact of your work? 

	Enter your text here

	2. Have you summarised the challenges/problem/opportunities driving the need for intervention?

	

	3.  Have you referenced alignment with local strategies and national priorities (e.g. net zero, Biodiversity Net Gain, 30by30, Local Nature Recovery Strategy) or any other policies and frameworks?

	

	4. Are your projects aligned with high level strategic objectives (ensure they are strategic and not project specific)?
	

	5. Have you set out your design principles including your approach to community and stakeholder engagement, evidence-based decision-making and how benefits will be delivered through green and blue infrastructure? 
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]6. Have you summarised anticipated benefits across environmental, social, and economic dimensions, and quantified outcomes and outputs where possible?

	

	Questions 7-11 are about your ToC
 

	7. Have you included inputs/resources: funding, partnerships, data, community assets, etc.?

	

	8. Have you included activities/interventions - grouped by type (e.g. grey-to-green retrofit, improvement of existing green spaces, river restoration, activation projects)?

	

	9. Have you included outputs - tangible deliverables (e.g. hectares of green space created/enhanced, number of trees planted)?

	

	10. Have you included short-term, medium-term and long-term outcomes?

	

	11. Have you included assumptions and risks - key assumptions that underpin ToC logic and potential risks that could affect the achievement of intended outcomes?

	

	12. Have you included a project long list?
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	Attachments

	Please indicate the documents which are relevant to this section 





	Links

	Please link to documents/ webpages/ videos etc.





	Evidence required
	Explanation of how you have met this requirement to include reference to the documents/strategies which have been submitted for this section

	1. Have you produced an economic assessment which considers benefits and costs for each project or programme?    

	Enter your text here

	2. Have you completed an analysis of the benefits and costs, done a sense check and completed a short report of the assessment? 

	

	3. Have you considered how the outcomes of the assessment will show funders or investors how your projects align with their work and could help overcome any challenges they are facing?

	

	4. For each project have you outlined the total funding required and explained what the funding will be used for?

	

	5. Have you explained sources and types of funding, stated if funding has been secured or not, and detailed any co-financing arrangements?

	

	Questions 6-9 are about your project management plans


	6. Have you set realistic timelines, broken down the work into tasks/milestones, included key outputs, identified dependencies and constraints, allocated resources and described how your plans have been designed in line with Natural England’s Green Infrastructure Principles and Standards?

	

	7. Have you identified who the delivery partners are, their roles and responsibilities and included detail of partnerships, community involvement and ownership?

(You may wish to include a decision-making process or flow chart which demonstrates how all stakeholders work together.)
	

	8. Have you included a red/amber/green (RAG)-rated risk register assessing both impact and likelihood, a mitigation strategy for these risks and how risks are being continuously monitored?

	

	9. Have you included when benefits will be delivered and how they will align with milestones?

	

	10. Have you written a monitoring and evaluation framework to include objectives, baselines where appropriate, key performance indicators (KPIs), dashboards and reporting mechanisms to include what, how and when data will be collected, key evaluation questions and methodologies for evaluations, and how green and blue infrastructure will be maintained and managed? 
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Securing widespread buy-in at a strategic level

	Attachments

	Please indicate the documents which are relevant to this section 





	Links

	Please link to documents/ webpages/ videos etc.





	Evidence required
	Explanation of how you have met this requirement to include reference to the documents/strategies which have been submitted for this section

	1. Have you named senior sponsors and champions (across e.g. health, housing, transport, education, environment), with clear roles and responsibilities?

	Enter your text here

	2. Do you have a list of endorsements (video or written), demonstrating how your plans align with statutory duties and strategic priorities?

	

	3. Have you provided evidence of partnership working and shared leadership at a strategic level?
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