
Welcome to
Weaving Nature Through 
Towns and Cities

We'll get started in a minute...



Housekeeping
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• Please use the Q&A tab to 
ask questions or start a 
discussion topic

• If you need any support 
throughout the session, 
please email 
info@naturetownsandcities.
org.uk

mailto:info@naturetownsandcities.org.uk
mailto:info@naturetownsandcities.org.uk


1. Welcome

2. Case Studies

• Really Wild Lockleaze – Alex Dommett, Eric Swithinbank & Eleanor Fairbraida

• Manchester Medlock Valley – Lucy Stowell Smith

3. Embedding habitat connectivity into urban areas – John Dixon (Natural England)

4. Panel Discussion

5. Closing reflections
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Really Wild Lockleaze
Weaving nature through an 

urban neighbourhood 





Grounded 

in Lockleaze residents’ 
Community Climate Action Plan 

Where has Really Wild Lockleaze come from?

Sharing 
in their 
nature 

knowledge 
with years of 
experience of 

working in 
Lockleaze

Nested in

and experience, with 
their community 

ecologist in residence



Bristol Nature Together Project



Urban Nature Reserve Model



Adopt your 

verge model

19 Streets
159 trees, creating 1707m2 of wildflower meadow

Taking 

opportunieis

Community 

plans for nature 

Big high 

profile spaces

New housing 

developments



Magic of 
working on streets

Diversity

Visibility

Community Pride
Nature 

Connection

Building 

confidence 

to take 

action

Increased hope &
wellbeing



Tree planting in 

parks

Community 

garden

All available spaces

Marginal land 

at sports centre

454 Garden 

actions

Partner land



Butterfly corridor

Lockleaze Sports Centre Hogarth Walk One Lockleaze Development



Pylon & railway corridor
What can an urban community do to help nature recovery 

in a regionally significant nature corridor?



Horfield Brook corridor



Plans for the Forest of Lockleaze



www.lockleazent.co.uk/project/really-wild-lockleaze



Nature Restoration in the 
Medlock Valley
NTC Conference – 22nd October 2026
Lucy Stowell-Smith: MVNP Chair, Strategic Lead Urban Nature GWK GM



Medlock Valley



River Medlock – it’s industrial past



Add text here

Medlock Valley - it’s industrial past

The red river

Philips Park 1846

An early adopter of JKW & HB

The Red River



Nature restoration since 1980’s

1980’s revival @ Clayton Vale - trees

Bank Bridge Meadow today - 2026



River restoration

2013-14 Clayton Vale Restoration



Medlock Valley Habitat restoration project:

➢ HABITAT : Conservation and restoration

➢ PEOPLE: Connecting people with nature

➢ JOBS AND SKILLS: Providing employment and training



https://youtu.be/L85f0RCGenA?si=a_wWOP_TkhDghDZn

Title here



Challenges

➢ Always read the small print – mobilising partners

➢ Medow management – where to put all the grass!

➢ Green Social Prescribing referrals from GP practices 

➢ Data – Keeping track of regular vols between partners

➢ EA – Flood Risk Activity Permit approval timescales

➢ Shouting about impact in the right way to the right 

people – 7,115 vol hours or £142k contribution!! 



Success
People and communities 



Success  

Places: 
City of Trees veteranisation 



Success

Places: 
Weir removal @ 

Lees Brook Nature Park Oldham



Legacy / Next steps

Medlock Valley
 Investor Prospectus

Cyan Lines

GMCA IWMP



www.gov.uk/natural-england

Creating nature-rich 
New Towns

John Dixon, Principal Officer for New Towns

John.Dixon@naturalengland.org.uk



www.gov.uk/natural-england
Better places. Lower risk. Confidence in delivery.

Shoppers in the pedestrianised Stevenage town centre, 
c1959 Hertfordshire Archives and Local Studies

The 
story 
starts 
here…



www.gov.uk/natural-england
Better places. Lower risk. Confidence in delivery.

A New, 
New Towns 
Programme



www.gov.uk/natural-england

Recommended New Town Locations Reasonable Alternative Locations



www.gov.uk/natural-england

Work so far

Initial site shortlisting

Placemaking principles

Forming New Towns Unit

New Towns Taskforce Report – 
Autumn 2025

Strategic Environmental Assessment

Draft national policy

Programme approach

Draft Programme Consultation 
– Spring 2026

Informal and formal reviews

Qualifying wording

Broad impacts and mitigation measures

Habitat Regulations 
Assessment – Summer 2026



www.gov.uk/natural-england

Natural England’s Objectives

New Towns 
as 
exemplars of 
sustainable 
development 
and nature 
recovery at 
scale. 

Secure high 
nature-
supporting 
standards 
and targets

Take an 
integrated 
approach to 
the 
environment 
at each 
location

Provide a 
consistent 
offer to New 
Towns 
across the 
country

Explore 
innovative 
approaches:

E.g

Nature Town 
and Cities



www.gov.uk/natural-england

The challenge

Viability

The 
Planning 
System

Essential 
Infrastructur

e

Climate 
resilient

Regulatio
n

Local 
needs

Health 
goals

Stewardship

Environment
al Capacity 

and Impacts

Affordabilit
y

30+ 
years



www.gov.uk/natural-england

Resilience Manage heat, flooding, drought and water pressures.

Value Creates more desirable homes with greater certainty through planning.

Quality of life Support healthier communities, cleaner air and water, and better green space.

Nature is 
essential infrastructure



www.gov.uk/natural-england

Taking a 
strategic 
approach

Whole-town 

evidence base

Stack multiple 

benefits

Mitigate risks 

across the site

Masterplans and 

design codes

Start with the outcomes and 

be landscape-led

Plan biodiversity 

net gain 

strategically

Embed Local Nature 

Recovery Strategies 

priorities

Apply the Green 

Infrastructure 

Framework

Landscape Institute

Community design 

and buy-in



Pressure points can unlock 
bigger opportunities

Air quality

Cleaner travel, 

vegetation

& farming measures

Greener corridors

& nature parks

Protected

species

Surveys, licensing

and dark corridors

Connected habitats

& landscape 

recovery

Water quality

& quantity

Nutrient reduction,

water efficiency

and treatment

Wetlands, restored

catchments & 

floodable

landscapes

Recreation

pressure

Green infrastructure,

recreation space

and monitoring

Accessible parks

& green space

Linked land &

ancient woodland

Joined-up species,

recreation and LNRS

measures

Connected rivers

& green-blue 

networks



www.gov.uk/natural-england

Natural England’s offer

01 Convening and coordinating Working with Government and local delivery partners to lower risks, 

create consistency and confidence

02 Evidence

03 Finding solutions Supporting the design of strategic mitigation and enhancement measures. 

Integrating licensing, habitat regulations, biodiversity net gain and green 

infrastructure.

04 Ambition and investment Set high environmental ambition standards, outcomes and policy. Support 

New Towns to become accredited Nature Towns and Cities that attract wider 

investment.

Informing early evidence gathering, identification of constraints and opportunities



www.gov.uk/natural-england



Panel 
discussion 

44

Please use the Q&A tab to ask 
a question
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