Welcome to
, Weaving Nature Through
Towns and Cities

We'll get started in a minute...

|



Housekeeping

e Please use the Q&Atab to
ask questions or start a
discussion topic

* |fyou need any support
throughout the session,
please email
iInfo@naturetownsandcities.

org.uk



mailto:info@naturetownsandcities.org.uk
mailto:info@naturetownsandcities.org.uk

1. Welcome

2. Case Studies
* Really Wild Lockleaze - Alex Dommett, Eric Swithinbank & Eleanor Fairbraida
e Manchester Medlock Valley - Lucy Stowell Smith

3. Embedding habitat connectivity into urban areas - John Dixon (Natural England)
4. Panel Discussion

5. Closingreflections
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83% of the UK population
are in towns & cities

Breaking the myth — “wildlife is in the countryside & that is
where ‘it’ should stay.”

Avon
Wildlife Trust

Only 6% of land is currently managed for nature! Also debatable! *

Every town and city has its own character, communities & natural assets.
By building on these, we can weave nature through our urban areas, creating

better connections for wildlife & stronger connections between people. St hawk ~mot *

9 ' Alex Dommett | Urban Nature Recovery Manager
I ] Avon Wildlife Trust | alex.dommett@avonwildlifetrust.org.uk

Urban natureis
more than rats,
foxes & gulls!

(the above are also fascinating &
necessary!) but there is much, much
more diversity than we give our urban
spaces credit for - are we supporting
our towns & cities to achieve their full
potential?! Imagination is key!

BECAUSE WILDLIFE IS AMAZING!
WE NEED THEM, AND THEY

s NEED US! WE HAVE A MORAL,
o Sl ETHICAL OBLIGATION & NEED TO
BE PART OF NATURE...

Awareness of relatlonshlps Goldfinch
glckmg off aphids. Rise of rebel urban
otany & glyphosate fr. ree streets,

Eels and marvelloys migrations!




Team Wilder Ecological
Advisory Service - Pilot

Free region-wide ecological advice, site visits & workshops

Avon
Wildlife Trust

188 enquiries, majority followed up with a site visit & report

80% of enquiries were from urbanised areas 3
On site advice - starting with what

373 hectares advised on in 2 years communities already have. what's strong
not what’s wrong!

Wide geographic spread - valued service, but limited one-off
engagement, more challenging to explore in depth & connectivity
opportunities

Who are they? Where have they come from? A very brief history of
Community Ecology and community-led nature recovery at Avon
@ Wildlife Trust - 2 72 minutes to be exact! Let’s go!

Community Ecologist in Residence &
Nature Together Community Ecologist

“NOTHING IS
IMPOSSIBLE WITH
ERIC (COMMUNITY
ECOLOGIST)”

upporting hyper local action
Embedded in or working with local ‘anchor organisations’

Building deeper relationships with residents &
community practitioners

Supportmg communities to fing,
record and champion local

Working on a neighbourhood scale ™ 8- species. —
Connectivity baby! Builds on LNRS priorities A, rather With Children iy g PPING @ sessi = LOCKLEAZE RESIDENT
Going to to come to us! Playgroung e

than expecting them



Made possible with
Heritage
Fund Nature Towns

and Cities
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Where has Really Wild Lockleaze come from?

N Locklcaze Sharing
Nested in [T in their
Wlth y - !'"§t "~ . nature
experience of RS = Avon  knowledge
- . i ol ek 1ialife 1rus
Worklng In ’ ‘ and experience, with
Lockleaze their community

ecologist in residence

VLR LA 4

rounded

}!- in Lockleaze residents’ §
Community Climate Action Plan |

Community
ClimateActign {é COMMUNITY

®, Bristol Climate &
& Nature Partnership



Part of

Herltage 3¢ Bristol Nature Together Project
Council’s plan srojects

across the
city and
region

Pilot in 3 x
neighbourhoods to:

: -Build resource Develop a green
- Carry out internal - Trial new ways of

i financing programme
policy anf:i systems working with council . € p g
review. that links investable
; - Develop plans for . h
- Dew?lop a ‘one front nature and green space projects wit
door’ approach and investors

s quality assessment
green space permitting i
scheme.

- Turn into investable
ideas

Additional council
resource to:

Underpinned
by skills and
training
programme

In partnership with:

o Avon | lUR - .
A Wildlife Trust SRS r 3
. : F r =



Urban Nature Reserve Model
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Q Housing greens with
community plans

@ Verges adopted by individual
residents

Q Land worked on by
consultation

Q Marginal land owned by
partners

Community food-growing
project

- Our Lockleaze
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19 Streets

159 trees, creating 1707m2 of wildflower meadow
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Building
confidence
to take
action

Magic of
working on streets

Increased hope &
wellbeing

¥

)



All available spaces

VIO A

Tree planting in

.

454 Garden
achons




Butterfly corridor

One Lockleaze Development

Hogarth Walk

Lockleaze Sports Centre




Pylon & railway corridor

What can an urban community do to help nature recovery
in a regionally significant nature corridor?

CHESWIC\
VILLAGE




Horfield Brook corridor

BRISTOL IS BECOMING v

THE UK'S FIRS
WETLANDCITY

Why? How? And what’s next?

o) ntember 2026

e

n partnership with Aviva
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Tree corridors - whole
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Lockleaze ward
Hottest areas (BBC map)
@ Bus stops
@ Schools and nurseries
~ V| 3 Google Satellite Hybrid

Plags for the Forest of Lockleaze

-
CHESWICK

TAWERBURGH S

UnCKUEA LE ol B AP G T S othard Rd

o
o

&

l.nln-{}Jlrfnhm»l@,\. 3 A ’
COnstable gl @ :

Blake Rd

o »
IKFA{Bris 0l Bf ¢ g (g (@) Stoke  ParklPTimary
¥ N % School'BristollEngland

STAWERBURGH S

o MR e




www.lockleazent.co.uk/project/really-wild-lockleaze




GROUNDWORK
GREATER MANCHESTER




One million people live in the Medlock Valley's three local authorities.
Many nearby communities rank in the most deprived 10% nationally,
with poor access to green space, high health inequalities and
limited economic opportunity.

The Medlock flows through exactly where investment is needed
most, reaching the people who will benefit most - families,
young people (Oldham has the highest proportion of 0-15 year
olds in Greater Manchester), ethnically diverse communities, those
currently excluded from conservation, volunteering and green skills
opportunities. Investment here doesn't just transform a landscape -
it addresses inequality at scale.

The Medlock Valley represents one of Greater Manchester's most
ambitious opportunities for nature recovery at scale; climate resilience;
social justice through access to green space; walking, wheeling and
cycling; and a long-term boost to the local economy.

Manchester

Ancoats

Ardwick

Beswick

Park Bridge

Hollinwood

Littlemoss

Mossley

Stalybridge



River Medl
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Manchester

The Red River

Philips Park 1846
An early adopter of JKW & HB



Nature restoration since 1980’s

Bank Bridge Meadow today - 2026
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Medlock Valley Habitat restoration project:
» HABITAT : Conservation and restoration
» PEOPLE: Connecting people with nature
» JOBS AND SKILLS: Providing employment and training

f\f\/lj
- onal impact. (ﬂ::’?w;:;ng
Transformation ) Togeen s

Habitat — conservation and restoration:

> 33.3ha habitat restored

» 6,000 trees planted

> 3.3ha new wetland created
= 5.7ha grassland improved 6
2 4km landscape improved

»> 2.9km new or restored footpaths
» 1.4km riverbank protection

People - connecting people with nature:

= 3,937 people engaged including:

+ 1,717 young people

+ 468 members of ethnic minority communities

+ 513 unemployed people

- 188 people living with long-term
health conditions or disabilities

> 275 activities

Jobs and skills - providing
employment and training:

> 329 people trained in green skills
+ 12 jobs created or retained

» 57 active volunteers

> 7115 volunteer hours (£142,000 value) 7

» 13,500 engagement hours - including people %)I ,I 5
attending led walks, talks, and nature festivals "‘-“?43 ;?Lh"%

If £1.1 million can deliver this much in 21 months, just imagine
what £10 million could deliver across the entire valley...

>>>



https://youtu.be/L85fORCGenA?si=a wWWOP_TkhDghDZn




Challenges

» Always read the small print - mobilising partners

» Medow management - where to put all the grass!

» Green Social Prescribing referrals from GP practices

» Data - Keeping track of regular vols between partners

» EA - Flood Risk Activity Permit approval timescales

» Shouting about impact in the right way to the right
people - 7,115 vol hours or £142k contribution!!




Success

People and communities
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their health and wellbeing
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City of Trees veteranisation



Success

i et s ovd o s GROUNDWORK

[lowing into the future ™"

We have successfully removed the Weir From this section of the River Medlock. This was a necessarl\; step
to help the river heal. by taking away this man-made block, we are (etting the water flow naturally again.

We've ol ed o of —
ooty [ ot
enjou the noture resarve saf ey ead Installed 2025 Ofder path
e different orecs of the ste. likely to be

reclaimed by
the river

Location of
former welr

A Lesson from flistory

In the past, particularly the Yictorian era, weirs and other
structures were bullt to forcefully change the flow of rivers and
make them work for human needs, such as powering textile factories
oF carrying away waste.

We can't be exactly sure, but we estimate that the weir was built in
the mid to (ate 19th century to serve the needs of nearby the textile \
mills such as Leesbrook Mill, ey Lone Mill or Athens Mill. \

While the river has seen centuries of human It even runs
close to the routes of an ancient Aoman road from Manchester to
Castleshaw — our heritage survey reassured vs that the weir wasn't
one of the oldest, most critical :fms of our Nxm and its
removal wouldn't cause any loss of (mportant historic assets.

What we've learned since the
Victorian Cra

We used to think that bloching a river was clever
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Legacy / Next step

Fiarns B Medlock Valley
e Investor Prospectus

Integrated Water = .
Management Plan g A, Cyan Lines

June 2023 =

GMCA IWMP

a%ﬁ%THEERSTER ) United Environment
2026 - 2036 | Investor Prospectus GOING THINGS DIFFERENTLY i liles LW Agency




NATURAL
ENGLAND

Creating nature-rich
New Towns

John Dixon, Principal Officer for New Towns
John.Dixon@naturalengland.org.uk

www.gov.uk/natural-england




The
story
starts
here...

www.gov.uk/natural-england
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- Shoppers

e pedestrianised Stevenage town centre,
¢1939 Hertfordshire Archives and Local Studies




September 2025

A New,
New Towns e— T
Programme

www.gov.uk/natural-england




3000 400 4300t
T 0 T T
I e
Recommended New Town Locations
R -
S
Leeds South Bank
‘Sheffield
Stoke-ca-Trent
o Hettinaher
ENGLAND,, > Her
) wialwehimgcsa & Petertecaugh -
(/J' 8irmingham corty _——
WALES B - _ g xetterins | Tempsford (Bedfordshire) |
,’ i Cambridge
g -
'\ Heratard Baobary ”@
]
) » Colchester |
Luton
ol Crews Hill and Chase Park
Dufocd Wﬂ “Chelmsfora

@

ol
Wtenbe

simsh  London @ i

(Thamesmead (Greenwich) ]
i Meidszone

Basingstoke

250000 HN0 108
=T =i
Reasonable Alternative Locations
——
o b, Wty Leeds
Hoddersfleid (
e Rachale
Manchester
Sheffield
( Adiington (Cheshire East) )
e,
Gy Nettevghim
ENGLAND, yecger = o]
Violischanpesn Potaitercigh g
Birmingham L7
lvﬁ!w . y . Coveniry Kattering e
l'." creegd ' P Camhridge
S Y 4
'\k i) ((Heyford Park (cherwen) ) e iy
\. e
N . e \atan M‘hﬂ' A
" ol et A

[ Martcombe (: Devon) )




Work so far

New Towns Taskforce Report — Habitat Regulations

Autumn 2025

Initial site shortlisting
Placemaking principles
Forming New Towns Unit

www.gov.uk/natural-england

Assessment — Summer 2026
Informal and formal reviews

Qualifying wording

Broad impacts and mitigation measures

Draft Programme Consultation
— Spring 2026

Strategic Environmental Assessment

Draft national policy

Programme approach

NATURAL
ENGLAND




Natural England’s Objectives

New Towns
as
exemplars of
sustainable
development
and nature
recovery at
scale.

Secure high
nature-
supporting

standards
and targets

www.gov.uk/natural-england

Take an
integrated
approach to
the

environment
at each
location

Provide a
consistent
offer to New
Towns
across the
country

NATURAL
ENGLAND

Explore
innovative

approaches:
E.g

Nature Town
and Cities




The challenge

NATURAL
ENGLAND

The Regulatio
Planning n Environment
System al Capacity
and Impacts

ssential
Infrastructur
e

Climate
resilient

Affordabilit Stewardship Health

y goals

www.govuk/natural-england



Nature iIs

NATURAL

essential infrastructure ENIGLAND

Resilience Manage heat, flooding, drought and water pressures.

Value Creates more desirable homes with greater certainty through planning.

Quality of life  Support healthier communities, cleaner air and water, and better green space.

www.gov.uk/natural-england



Taking a
strategic
approach

www.gov.uk/natural-england

Start with the outcomes and
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Pressure points can unlock
bigger opportunities

=9
—D"
Air quality

Cleaner travel,
vegetation
& farming measures

Greener corridors
& nature parks

¥

Protected
species

Surveys, licensing
and dark corridors

Connected habitats
& landscape
recovery

Water quality
& quantity

Nutrient reduction,
water efficiency
and treatment

Wetlands, restored
catchments &
floodable
landscapes

e
4

Recreation
pressure

Green infrastructure,
recreation space
and monitoring

Accessible parks
& green space

NATURAL
ENGLAND

o%

Linked land &
ancient woodland

Joined-up species,
recreation and LNRS
measures

Connected rivers
& green-blue
networks



Natural England’s offer

NATURAL

01 Convening and coordinating \Working with Government and local delivery partners to lower risks,
create consistency and confidence ENGLAND

02 Evidence Informing early evidence gathering, identification of constraints and opportunities

03 Finding solutions Supporting the design of strategic mitigation and enhancement measures.
Integrating licensing, habitat regulations, biodiversity net gain and green
infrastructure.

04 Ambition and investment Set high environmental ambition standards, outcomes and policy. Support
New Towns to become accredited Nature Towns and Cities that attract wider
investment.

www.gov.uk/natural-england
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NATURAL
ENGLAND

September 2025

New Towns Taskforce

Report to Government

www.gov.uk/natural-england



Panel
discussion

Please use the Q&A tab to ask

< ¥ e ¢







	Opening
	Slide 1: Welcome to Weaving Nature Through Towns and Cities
	Slide 2: Housekeeping
	Slide 3

	Avon Wildlife Trust
	Slide 4
	Slide 5

	Really Wild Lockleaze
	Slide 6:   Really Wild Lockleaze Weaving nature through an urban neighbourhood 
	Slide 7
	Slide 8: Where has Really Wild Lockleaze come from?
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18

	Medlock Valley
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31

	Natural England
	Slide 32: Creating nature-rich New Towns
	Slide 33: The story starts here…
	Slide 34: A New,  New Towns Programme
	Slide 35
	Slide 36: Work so far
	Slide 37: Natural England’s Objectives
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40: Taking a strategic approach
	Slide 41: Pressure points can unlock bigger opportunities
	Slide 42: Natural England’s offer
	Slide 43

	Closing
	Slide 44: Panel discussion 
	Slide 45


